
 

Dear friends: You have probably been 
following the issue of the pending sale of 
MacDonald Dettwiler to a US company 
(which, among other things, makes land 
mines and cluster bombs for the US). 
The Rideau institute and the CAW teamed 
up tp get a legal opinion re: the implica-
tions of the sale for Canada’s control over 
Radarsat II, one of the world’s most so-
phisticated satellites and created at the 
Canadian public’s cost of $450 million.  

The Harper government is clearly wor-
ried about the sale and has delayed by 30 
days a decision on whether or not to ap-
prove it. 

This is an issue we can win and the legal 
opinion is a key component in that fight. 

Cheers, Murray Dobbin 
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 ACCESS DENIED: U.S. Law Will 
Limit Canadian Access to RADARSAT-
2 Data if Sale of MDA?s Space Division 
Proceeds 

Ottawa, ON On the same day that Indus-
try Minister Jim Prentice announced a 30-
day delay on his decision whether to ap-
prove the sale of MacDonald Dettwiler and 
Associates? (MDA) space division to U.S.-
based Alliant Techsystems (ATK), the 
Rideau Institute and the Canadian Auto 
Workers (CAW) released a legal opinion 
that raised concerns about the proposed 
deal. 

Our legal opinion clearly shows that 
the sale of MDA’s space division to a U.
S. arms manufacturer would hand 
Washington the power to deny Ottawa 
access to images from our own satellite,? 
said Steven Staples, President of the 

Rideau Institute. 
This legal opinion also underscores our 

view that the planned sale would be detri-
mental to our national sovereignty, the in-
dustry as a whole, and ultimately to good, 
highly specialized Canadian jobs such as at 
the robotics plant in Brampton, Ontario,? 
said Carol Phillips, Assistant to CAW 
President, Buzz Hargrove. ?We need fed-
eral reinvestment not a wholesale sell off of 
our entire space sector.? 

The legal opinion was written by Rideau 
Institute?s Legal Counsel, Steven 
Shrybman of Sack Goldblatt Mitchell LLP. 
Among his conclusions, Mr. 

Shrybman notes that the proposed sale of 
MDA assets to ATK is entirely contrary to 
Canada’s interests and can not reasonably 
be approved under either the Investment 
Canada Act or the Remote Sensing Space 
Systems Act . 

 More particularly, it is our view that: 

 * Under U.S. regulations concerning re-
mote sensing space systems such as RA-
DARSAT-2, U.S. national interests take 
precedence and will supercede the author-
ity Canada now exercises under the Re-
mote Sensing Space Systems Act over the 
operation of Radarsat-2, which includes the 
right to assert priority access to the informa-
tion it gathers; 
· Therefore, the sale of MDA assets to 
ATK will seriously weaken or defeat Can-
ada?s ability to achieve the objectives of Re-
mote Sensing Space Systems Act which are 
explicitly to ?ensure national security, the 
defence of Canada, the safety of Canadian 
Forces, Canada’s conduct of international 
relations, and Canada’s international obliga-
tions? and the competitiveness of the Cana-
dian remote sensing space industry 
* Accordingly, there is no reasonable or 
lawful basis for approving the transfer of 
MDA?s satellite license to ATK under the 
Remote Sensing Space Systems Act. 

Prime Minister Harper's accepting Kos-
ovo's claim of independence a blueprint for 
Quebec separatists 

by Joe Hueglin, Canadian Political edito-
rialist 

 Precedents like unto beauty are in the 
eyes of he beholder. Kosovo's declaration 
of independence explicitly states, "Kosovo 
is a special case arising from Yugoslavia's 
non-consensual break-up and is not a prece-
dent for any other situation." 

Fine words but meaningless should senti-
ment flow toward separatism in Quebec at 
some point in the future. 

The non-precedent example was done 
outside the framework of the United Na-
tions. In fact it broke a United Nations Se-
curity Council Resolution. 

Canada's recognition of Kosovo's unilat-
eral declaration of independence is of no 
direct value to Canada. It is a potential 
threat for it has been and will be cited as an 
example by separatists.. 

Should the Serb minority within the new 
Albanian state of Kosovo seek to join their 
lands with Serbia it is in Canada's interest 
to support them in this. Just as the current 
acceptance of Kosovo's unilateral declara-

tion provides an example-precedent for uni-
lateral declaration of the Province of Que-
bec from Canada, so, should such ever oc-
cur, recognition of Serb inhabited territory 
joining Serbia would provide example for 
English-speaking parts of Quebec to remain 
part of Canada. It is in Canada's long term 
interest to have this "example" to cite 
against those who seek to have all of the 
Province of Quebec become an independent 
nation state should they rise to positions of 
power in the future. 

About the writer: 
Joe Hueglin is a former Member of Par-

liament and co-founder of the tory Progres-
sive Canadian (PC) Party. 

Would you like to see other similar arti-
cles and critical commentaries in The Cana-
dian National Newspaper?  

Become a member of The Canadian, with 
your donation-pledge. Help support inde-
pendent, progressive, and not-for-profit 
journalism.  
Editor’s Note: Harper recognized Que-
bec as a country within Canada and lets 
Quebec represent the federal govern-
ment at the UN UNESCO. 

CONTACT: Food & Water Watch 
Jen Mueller or Erin Greenfield 

UN Must Recognize 
Water as a Basic Hu-

man Right 
Statement of Food & Water Watch Ex-

ecutive Director Wenonah Hauter  
“Once again, the UN Human Rights Coun-
cil missed a critical opportunity to recog-
nize the human right to water. Instead, as a 
result of lobbying by the United States and 
Canada, it passed a watered–down resolu-
tion protecting a corporation’s right to sell 
water. 

“As many as 1.4 billion people suffer 

daily without access to adequate water, 
while 2.5 billion lack access to improved 
sanitation. According to the World Health 
Organization, increasing pollution levels 
and a global water consumption rate 
that doubles every 20 years 
will cause 48 nations to 
face severe water short-
ages by 2025. 

“Government poli-
cies can ensure that 
all individuals 
have equitable ac-
cess to water to 
meet basic human 
needs. Some 

countries, such as Uruguay, 
and South 

A f -

rica, have revised their national con-
stitutions to formally recognize 
the right to water. In Com-
ment 15 to the Interna-
tional Covenant on Eco-
nomic, Social and Cultural Rights, the 
UN sets out detailed standards on what 
governments must do to respect and en-
sure the right to water for all. Comment 
15 amounts to a good start, and Food & 
Water Watch is eager to work within the 
process established by the UN Human 
Rights Council for building upon this 
positive first step. 

“However, the UNHRC balked at an im-
portant opportunity this week when it 
stripped from a resolution all references to 
a ‘right to water’ at the urging of the U.S. 
and Canadian governments. This is the 
third attempt in recent years by UN 
member nations to recognize the right to 
water. Each time, U.S. and Canadian 

governments have opposed the effort. 
“Our governments oppose a right to 

water resolution because it 
would not comport with 

the North 
American 
F r e e 

Trade 

Agreement, 
which defines water as a 

good and an investment. But 
water is not a commodity; it is a public 

trust. By buckling to pressure by the U.S. 
and Canada, the UN this week violated that 
trust.” 

For more background, please visit http://
www.foodandwaterwatch.org/water/world-
water/right 
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Traitor Now Working Overtime To Sell Out Canada! 
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Harper’s Latest Try To Break Up Canada Involves  
Constitutional Right For Quebec To Separate! 

Harper/Bush Vote Against Water As A Basic Right 
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