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to force President Lyndon Johnson to 
tional Israeli attack on the USS Lib-

erty that resulted in 34 Americans dead and 174 
wounded. Admiral Thomas Moorer, Chief of Naval Op-

 

More people in Canada are seeing 
police for what they mostly are. To  
change, enough people have to get 
fed up.  

Here is what happened when 
one community got fed up with 
their cops. 

Here is a story about what a community 
in Canada did about its rogue police force. 

Many cities in Canada now feel that their 
police forces are out of control, that some-
thing has gone wrong with them. Gener-
ally, police forces have never been 'in con-
trol', in Canada or elsewhere. People  
have begun to notice this more as economic 
and social stress increases and the police do 
what they really exist to do; protect the  
system of social hierarchy. 

The police are usually said to have huge 
political support but few people support the 
way police usually operate when they see it 
at first hand. It is said that most people sup-
port the police because they want protec-
tion if the 'bad guys' attack or rob them. But 
police are of little help in those situations; 
they show up afterward and take a report. 

There is no correlation between the num-
bers and severity of crimes in a society, and 
the numbers and severity of the local po-
lice. Countries with the least crime also 
have the fewest and most restricted police. 
Yet there is very little questioning of what 
role police actuallyserve in most societies. 

People cannot conceive of an alternative 
to police, or of what can be  done about 
them. However, this story about a small 
town in southern  Alberta in the 1950's and 
what they did about their out of control  
cops, could give some ideas. 

village tyrants and their cops 
The town was being run by some bullies 

who controlled the local council and had 
set up their own police force. They were 
not so much criminals or economic oppor-
tunists as religious fanatics. They had very 
strong connections with the Social Credit 
regime in power in Alberta, and with the 
local judiciary. 

Some one objected to this hegemony and 

tried to run 
for mayor. 
The local 

police force, both of them, pulled his car 
over onthe main street of the town while 
he was driving with his wife and children. 
On the pretext of looking for concealed 
liquor in this 'dry' town, they partially 
stripped his wife in public, terrified his 
children, and damaged his car. He with-
drew from the mayoral contest and left  
town temporarily. 

However, this was too much for a few 
other people in the town. One of them put 
his name forward to run for mayor, and 
some others ran for  'aldermen'. They began 
travelling armed and in groups of two or  
three. They had some tense interactions 
with these local cops. 

There were also some civil litigations fly-
ing around. The exact issues are now ob-
scure. The judge for that area made clear 
what side he was on and people wasted no 
further time with that approach. The incum-
bent mayor and council decided that their 
electoral opponents were disqualified from 
the race, apparently because they had filed 
too late. When the disqualified candidates 
attempted to dispute this, they were ejected 
from the town office. 

This local police force then went after 
several people associated with the rival 
candidates and beat them up, jailing some 
of them. 

 Supporters of the incumbent mayor were 
also encouraged to form a vigilante gang 
with police cover and harass people associ-
ated with the 'dissidents'. 

when folks got fed up 
Remember this was an isolated area of 

Alberta in the 1950's and police did not 
have bullet proof vests and assault rifles. A 
large armed party went into the town's 'cop 
shop' and told the chief of police and his 
side kick to leave the town. The side kick 
quickly heard the chickens calling. But his 
boss was the worst type of bully; one who 
is seriously convinced he is some sort of an 
'ubermensch', often half convinced he is 
immortal, and who goes berserk when chal-
lenged. 

The top cop fought the citizens like a ma-
niac, trying to grab their guns. He was se-
verely beaten with gun butts and driven 

back against a wall. With a shotgun under 
his nose, already covered in his blood, and 
one second from getting his head blown 
off, he decided to agree to get in his car, 
drive out of the town, and never come any-
where near it again. 

The next day the mayor and most of the 
council resigned. An election was held to 
fill the vacancies, and the new mayor and 
council put their shotguns away and set 
about governing the town. After some dis-
cussions with the county reeve and with the 
Attorney General in Edmonton, some new 
judges and justices of the peace were ap-
pointed for that area. 

civilian control 
The new council followed the ex-

ample of most towns in Alberta of  
using the mounties as the local po-
lice force, reducing the likelihood  
of cronyism. The town had some 
trouble with the mounties, too. 
Every time there was a change in the 
detachment head, the new man had to be 
brought over to the town hall and given the 
talk about how policing would be done in 
this town. 

If he had the idea that he did not have to 
listen, or allow any 'political interference' 
with doing as he pleased, it was not neces-
sary to point a shotgun at him, though it 
was made clear that the option was still 
there. Calls to the Solicitor General in Ed-
monton and the mountie division headquar-
ters were enough. 

It was made clear to every policeman 
who worked in that town that people are 
addressed as 'sir' and 'ma'am'; nobody 

called 'hey, you!' lived around there. Peo-
ple liked their kid's noses and teeth the 
w a y  
they were, and if their kids got into trouble 
they were to be brought home for their 
parents to deal with.Some mounties made 
attempts to 'divide and rule' the town coun-
cil. These were quickly stopped; the cop 
transfered elsewhere, any fool who re-
sponded to the manipulation forced to re-
sign from council. 
There was very little for the mounties to 

do in the town, once the city council had 
explained to a few people that they would 
no longer be allowed to harass and attack 
their neighbors who do not agree with  
their religious and other ideas. In the 1960's 
the town began to fade away. Like many 
smaller centers in Alberta, it was killed by 
the rural road building of the 1960's, which 
allowed people to drive through to the big 
towns. 

where the police come from 
Until about a century and a half ago, most 

communities, even large cities, got along 
fine without any formal police force. Local 
communities solved their own problems. 
Police forces came about because of the 
dislocation of the industrial revolution. 
They were demanded by those with wealth 
and privelege to protect. The public in 
those times did not want them; they knew 
who they were going to get used on and 
why. 

Now that the capitalist age is starting to 
pass, people are again beginning to see in-
stitutions such as the police for what they 
are. 

 They are not there to 'keep the peace' or 
to enforce any 'law' or to 'fight crime'; they 
are there to keep people down. Wherever 
there is a rough equality among people 
there is little need for police.We now have 
a 'chicken or egg' type of problem; to con-
trol bad police we need real democracy, 
and to get real democracy we must get rid 
of bad police. 

tr 
credit www.qaz.ca/racoon.html 

A Citizen's Income is "a just income 
paid to everyone without  

condition and as a right of citizen-
ship". 
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Toronto’s Own: 
Tim Rourke   tar@qaz.ca  
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