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After years of insisting there is no evidencedoection; loss of language skills; no eye caremplex process called "oxidative phosphomgonths of age if they also have infections
link vaccines with the onset of autism spectriact; loss of "relatedness;" insomnia; incesskation.” If this process is impaired, mitochoimmunizations at the same time."

disorder (ASD), the US government has quietigreaming; arching; and "watching the fluoresial disorder will ensue. An interesting aspect of Mt disease in autis
conceded a vaccine-autism case in the Courtesit lights repeatedly during examination.”  The child in this case had several markers iforthat, with ASD, the mitochondrial diseas

=

obtained through individuals unrelated to thspital with “regressive encephalopatbpwel problems, something found in mamyother through mitochondrial DNA, or by bot
case. (brain disease) with features consistent withildren diagnosed with autism. parents through nuclear DNA.

The claim, one of 4,900 autism cases cattistic spectrum disorder, following normalBut mitochondrial disorders are rare in thedn autism-related Mt disease, however, tHe
rently pending in Federal "Vaccine Court,” wagvelopment." The girl also met the Diagnostieneral population, affecting just 0.2%. So witlisorder is not typically found in other family

Peter Keisler and other Justice Department of)SM-1V) official criteria for autism. should be the one and only, extremely rare tine sporadic variety, which may now account

cials, on behalf of the Department of Healthn its written concession, the government satdnce of Mt disease in all the autism proceéat-75% of all mitochondrial disorders.

and Human Services, thaléfendant' in all the child had a pre-existing mitochondrial diggs. Meanwhile, an informal survey of seve

Vaccine Court cases. order that was "aggravated" by her shots, anBut it is not. families of children with cases currently pend
The child's claim against the governmentwhich ultimately resulted in an ASD diagnosis. Mitochondrial disorders are now thought tog in Vaccine Court revealed that all seve)

that mercury-containing vaccines were théThe vaccinations received on July 19, 20@® the most common disease associated withwed markers for mitochondrial dysfunctio
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3 "test cases" for the thimerosal-autism theehondrial disorder,” the concession saysyve estimated that 10% to 20% of all auti$acts in all seven claims mirror the case jugt

Special Masters, the presiding justices in Federgy metabolism, and manifested as a regndsch would make them 1,000 times moneent followed by vaccination, immediate ill
eral Claims Court. sive encephalopathy with features of ASD." common among people with ASD than the geress, and rapid decline culminating in an aj-
Keisler wrote that medical personnel at théThis statement is good news for the girl aachl population. tism diagnosis.

(DVIC) had reviewed the case and "concludi lifetime of care she will require. But it€hild Neurology and co-authored by Dr. Zinmg, will the government concede those wit
that compensation is appropriate.” implications for the larger vaccine-autism deerman, showed that 38% of Kennedy Kriegerderlying Mt disease -- and if it not, will th
The doctors conceded that the child waate, and for public health policy in general, dnstitute autism patients studied had 1 markurt award compensation?

healthy and developing normally until her 18et as certain. for impaired oxidative phosphorylation, andThe Court will soon begin processing th
month well-baby visit, when she received vacin fact, the government's concession seem47% had a second mark&ontinued Page 15 4900 cases pending before it. What if 10%

that, within months, presented as symptomsthe little powerhouses within cells that convemergy metabolism might be more prone itepact would that have on public opinion? An
of autism, including: No response to verb&bod into electrical energy, partly through undergo autistic regression between 18 andis3there enough money currently in the vaccirje
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conceded by US Assistant Attorney Genesasid Statistical Manual for Mental Disordeds900 cases filed in Vaccine Court, this casembers, and instead appears to be largelyjof

cause of her autism -- was supposed to be $ighificantly aggravated an underlying mité\SD. Some journal articles and other analyskging back to their earliest medical tests. THe

currently under consideration by a panel "gfhich predisposed her to deficits in cellulanses may involve mitochondrial disordecfinceded by the government: Normal develop-

HHS Division of Vaccine Injury Compensationer family, who will now be compensated forAnother article, published in the Journal of2) With 4,900 cases pending, and more cofp-
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Federal Claims. Seven months after vaccination, the patidft disease, which was confirmed by musdeems to be milder than in “classic" cases of |t
The concession was filed November 9, ands diagnosed by Dr. Zimmerman, a leadibigpsy. Mt disease is often marked by lethargysorder. In fact, classic Mt disease is almopt
sealed to protect the plaintiff's identify. It waseurologist at the Kennedy Krieger Childremgsor muscle tone, poor food digestion aafivays inherited, either passed down by the

cinations against nine different diseases allt@taise more questions than it answers. The authors -- who reported on a case-st@fo of them can demonstrate the same Mt djs-
once (two contained thimerosal). 1) Is there a connection between vaccinesthe same autism claim conceded in Vaccesse and same set of facts as those in the don-
Days laterthe girl began spiraling down- mitochondrial disorders and a diagnosis of &ourt -- noted that “"children who haweeded case? Would the government be obliged
ward into a cascade of illnesses and setbackésm, at least in some cases? Mitochondria @miochondrial-related) dysfunctional cellulao concede 500, or even 1,000 cases? WHhat



