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Canada’s Secret War In Irag

by Richard Sanders Global Research,
Common Ground

How easy it is to make people believe a lie,
and how hard it is to undo that work again! —
Mark Twain

On March 25, 2003, during the “shock and
awe” bombardment of Iraq, then US Ambas-
sador to Canada Paul Cellucci admitted
that “... ironically, Canadian naval vessels,
aircraft and personnel... will supply more
support to this war in Iraq indirectly...
than most of those 46 countries that are
fully supporting our efforts there.”

Cellucci merely scratched the surface of
Canada’s initial “support” for the Irag War,
but he had let the cat out of the bag. As then
Secretary of State Colin Powell had explained
a week earlier, “We now have a coalition of
the willing... who have publicly said they
could be included in such a listing.... And
there are 15 other nations, who, for one rea-
son or another, do not wish to be publicly
named but will be supporting the coalition.”

Canada was, and still is, the leading mem-
ber of this secret group, which we could per-
haps call CW-HUSH, the “Coalition of the
Willing to Help but Unwilling to be Seen
Helping.” The plan worked. Most Canadians
still proudly believe that their government
refused to join the Irag War. Nothing could
be further from the truth. Here are some of
the ways in which we joined the fray:

Escorting the US Navy: Thirteen hundred
Canadian troops aboard Canada’s multibillion
dollar warships escorted the US fleet through
the Persian Gulf, putting them safely in place
to bomb Irag.

Leading the coalition Navy: Canadian Rear
Admiral Roger Girouard was in charge of the
war coalition’s fleet.

Providing war planners: At least two dozen
Canadian war planners working at US Central
Command in Florida were transferred to the

Does this represent
Canada?

The Harper government, a minority gov-
ernment that received 36% support from vot-
ers in 2006, is weakening Canada's human
rights commitments - without any mandate
from Canadians to do so.

1) TORTURE: Canadians oppose torture,
period. But our Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Maxime Bernier, has ordered that Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs training materials on
torture awareness be re-written, not on the
basis of objective evidence, but for political
reasons.

He has signalled that locations such as
Guantanamo Bay, the U.S. and Israel be re-
moved from the list of places of possible tor-
ture and abuse, because they are our allies,
even though the United Nations, Amnesty
International, Human Rights Watch and
other credible sources have documented con-
cerns about torture and abuse in each of
these places.

In our name, the government is instituting
a double standard on torture. (See letter from
Amnesty International.)

2) DEATH PENALTY: Canada, along
with two thirds of the countries in the world,
has abolished the death penalty. Up till now,
the Canadian government has sought clem-
ency for any Canadian sentenced to death in
the U.S. or another country.

No more. The Harper government has de-
cided Canada "is not going to seek clemency
in cases in democratic countries, like the
United States, where there has been a fair
trial."

This is a “dangerous and inhumane policy

Persian Gulf in early 2003 to help oversee the
war’s complicated logistics.

Commanding the war: In 2004, Canadian
Brigadier General Walt Natynczyk com-
manded 10 brigades totalling 35,000 troops.
He was Second-in-Command of the entire
Irag War for that year. When Governor Gen-
eral Clarkson gave Natynczyk the Meritori-
ous Service Cross, her office extolled his
“pivotal role in the development of numerous
plans and operations [which] resulted in a
tremendous contribution... to Operation Iraqi
Freedom, and... brought great credit to the
Canadian Forces and to Canada.”

Helping coordinate the war: Canadian mili-
tary personnel working aboard American E-3
Airborne Warning and Control System war-
planes helped direct the electronic war by
providing surveillance, command, control and
communications services to US war fighters.

Providing airspace and refuelling: Count-
less US troop and equipment transport air-
craft have flown over Canada, to and from
the Irag War, and many refuelled in Gander,
Newfoundland.

Providing air transport: At least three Cana-
dian CC-130 military transport planes were
listed by US military to supply coalition
forces during the Iraq War.

Freeing up US troops: Canada’s major role
in Afghan war has freed up thousands of US
troops for deployment to Iraq.

Providing ground troops: At least 35 Cana-
dian soldiers were directly under US com-
mand, in an “exchange” capacity on the
ground, participating in the invasion of Iraq.

Testing weapons and drones: Two types of
cruise missiles (AGM-86 and -129) and the
“Global Hawk” (RQ-4A) surveillance drone,
used in Irag, were tested over Canada.

Depleted uranium (DU) weapons: Canada
is the world’s top exporter of uranium. Our
government pretends that Canada’s uranium

decision”
national, pointing out that "It is grossly in-
correct to assume that everyone on death row
in the United States received a fair trial."
So Canada now condones the execution of
Canadian citizens in other countries, in viola-
tion of our commitment under international
human rights law to abolish the death pen-
alty. (See article below from Amnesty In-
ternational.)

3) FAIR TRIAL: Every other Western
country, except Canada, has intervened on
behalf of their citizens held at Guantanamo
Bay. This is because of concerns about the
rule of law, torture and ill-treatment and fair
trials.

Omar Khadr has been in Guantanamo Bay
for more than five years without trial. He is
accused of killing a U.S. soldier during a
clash in Afghanistan in 2002, when he was
15 years old.

"At some point in the course of Omar
Khadr's detention the Canadian government
developed the suspicion he was being tor-
tured and abused,” says William Kuebler,
Khadr's U.S. lawyer.

"Yet it has not acted to obtain his release
from Guantanamo Bay and protect his rights,
unlike every other Western country that has
had its nationals detained in Guantanamo
Bay."

ACTION Human rights are fragile. They
are being thrown aside by the Harper govern-
ment without any democratic process or pub-
lic discussion, but instead by unilateral fiat.

All of these changes move us closer to the
values of the U.S. administration. They do
not reflect my values. And | do not believe
they reflect yours.

A number of respected human rights ex-

is sold for “peaceful” purposes only, but ab-
solutely nothing is done to stop the US from
using DU in their weapons. America’s A-10
Wart Hog warplanes have fired DU muni-
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tions in Yugoslavia, Afghanistan and Iraq,
while each cruise missile contains three kgs
of DU ballast. Providing RADARSAT data:
Eagle Vision, a US Air Force mobile
ground station, -which controls Canada’s
RADARSAT-1 satellite and downlinks its

Even the fascist Frank/CSIS Magazine
queried Harper’s suppression of his
own Hitler birthday wondering why
he would hide such an infamy.

data-, was used from the start of the Iraq War.

Diplomatic support: Former Prime Minister
Jean Chrétien supported the “right” of the US
to invade Iraqg, although Kofi Annan said it
was an illegal occupation. Chrétien criticized
Canadian citizens who questioned the war,
saying they provided comfort to Saddam
Hussein.

Training Iraqi police: Canada has spent mil-
lions sending RCMP officers to Jordan to
train tens of thousands of cadets for Irag’s
paramilitary police force.

Training Iragi troops: High-level Canadian
military personnel joined the “NATO Train-
ing Mission in Iraq” to “train the trainers” of
Iragi Security Forces who are on the leading
edge of the US occupation.

A Canadian colonel, under NATO com-
mand, was chief of staff at the Baghdad-
based training mission.

Canada was the leading donor to this cen-
tre, providing an initial $810 thousand.

Funding Irag’s interior ministry: Canada
provides advisors and financial support to this
ministry, which has been caught running tor-
ture centres.

Thousands of its officers have been with-
drawn for corruption, and it has been accused
of working with death squads that executed a
thousand people per month in Baghdad alone
in the summer of 2006.

Military exports: At least 100 Canadian
companies sold parts and/or services for ma-

, says Alex Neve of Amnesty Inter- perts have written to Prime Minister Harper

expressing their profound opposition to these
serious erosions of human rights. Will you
join with them and speak up too?

Rights that are not defended are lost. Si-
lence sends a message of consent and an in-
vitation to worse abuse.

Please send the letter to Prime Minister
Harper and other political leaders now. Your
voice is needed! Thank you!

With solidarity, determination and grati-
tude to you,

Kathleen, Peggy, Pauline and Becky for
RightOnCanada.ca

Death Penalty: Canada must not renege on its
death penalty commitments

hhttp://WWW.amnesty.ca/resource_centre/news/view.
Foa%:arcview&articIe:4103&c:Resource+Centre+N
ews

Amnesty International is deeply trou-
bled by the recent decision of the Cana-
dian government that it will no longer
seek clemency for Canadian citizens
sentenced to death in the United States

and elsewhere. "Because of this misguided
change in direction, Canada is now the only nation to
have abolished the death penalty that will not seek
clemency when its citizens face this cruel and degrad-
ing punishment in the United States,” Alex Neve,
Secretary General, Amnesty International Canada,
said today. "Canada must not backslide on its human
rights commitments by condoning the execution of its
citizens in other countries," he added.

Amnesty International unconditionally opposes
any use of the death penalty, torture or other cruel
and inhuman punishments as grave violations of ba-
sic human rights. "Canada is committed by treaty to
the total abolition of the death penalty and has a clear
obligation to protect its citizens from execution by
every appropriate means,” Mr. Neve said. "The gov-
ernment's decision undermines the safety of all Cana-
dians abroad by calling into question Canada's com-
mitment to protect their fundamental human rights."”

War. Quebec’s SNC-TEC sold millions of
bullets to the US military forces occupying
Irag. General Dynamics Canada, in London
Ontario, sold hundreds of armoured vehicles
to the US and Australia. Between October
2003 and November 2005, these troop trans-
port vehicles logged over six million miles in
Irag. Winnipeg’s Bristol Aerospace sells clus-
ter-bomb dispensing warheads used by US
aircraft in Iraq.

Canada Pension Plan investments: Canadi-
ans are forced to invest their pension money
in hundreds of military industries, including
most of the world’s top 20 weapons produc-
ers, which are the leading prime contractors
for virtually all the major weapons systems
used in Iraq.

So the next time a proud fellow citizen tells
you that Canada didn’t join the lraq War, re-
mind them of Mark Twain’s famous quip: “It
ain’t what you don’t know that gets you into
trouble. It’s what you know for sure that just
ain’tso.”

For more information on the myth of
Canada’s role as a global peacemaker,
read Press for Conversion, coat.ncf.ca or
write to COAT, 541 MclLeod St., Ottawa,
ON, K1R 5R2. Richard Sanders is the coordi-
nator for the Coalition to Oppose the Arms
Trade.

Richard Sanders is a frequent contribu-
tor to Global Research.

Earlier this week, a spokesperson for the Depart-

ment of Foreign Affairs stated that the Canadian gov-
ernment is "not going to seek clemency in cases in
democratic countries, like the United States, where
there has been a fair trial." The announcement re-
verses a longstanding policy of seeking commutation
on humanitarian grounds in all cases of Canadians
facing execution, regardless of the case circum-
stances. "It is grossly incorrect to assume that every-
one on death row in the United States received a fair
trial, or that mercy should be confined to cases where
the trial was unfair," noted Mr. Neve. "A fair trial is
no excuse for tolerating a cruel and inhuman punish-
m e n t . "
Amnesty International is calling on the Canadian
government to immediately reverse this dangerous
and inhumane policy decision, which conflicts with
Canada's human rights treaty commitments, with the
clemency policies of all other abolitionist countries
and with the worldwide trend toward the complete
elimination of the death penalty.

Background Since 1976, 231 death row inmates
in the U.S. have been granted clemency for humani-
tarian reasons, including at least six foreign nationals.
Over 120 condemned prisoners have been exonerated
and released after new evidence of their innocence
emerged, while others have been executed despite
lingering and unresolved doubts concerning their
actual guilt. Hundreds of prisoners in the United
States have had their death penalty convictions or
sentences reversed because of major flaws in their
trials that undermined the fairness of the proceedings.
Over 120 foreign nationals representing 33 nationali-
ties are currently under sentence of death in the U.S,,
including Canadian citizen Ronald Smith. At least 22
foreign citizens have been executed in the U.S. since
1976, including Canadian national Stanley Faulder.
Without exception, nations that have abolished the
death penalty have sought clemency on behalf of
their citizens facing execution in the U.S.; examples
include Mexico, the United Kingdom, Germany
and Canada. Citing concerns over the fairness
of the trial proceedings, several countries that
retained the death penalty (such as Thailand
and the Philippines) have also appealed to U.S.
authorities for clemency on behalf of their con-
demned citizens.




