
A B C News has a 
r e - markable new 
r e - p o r t  o u t : 

Highly placed 
sources said 
a handful of 
top advis-

ers signed off on how the CIA would inter-
rogate top suspects -- whether they would 
be slapped, pushed, deprived of sleep or 
subjected to simulated drowning, called 
waterboarding. 

The high-level discussions about these 
"enhanced interrogation techniques" were so 

detailed, these sources said, some of the 
interrogation sessions were 
almost choreographed -- down 
to the number of times CIA 
agents could use a specific 
tactic. 

    The advisers were members 
of the National Security Coun-

cil's Principals Committee, a se-
lect group of senior officials who 

met frequently to advise President 
Bush on issues of national security 

policy. 
 At the time, the Principals Committee 

included Vice President Cheney, former 
National Security Advisor Condoleezza 

Rice, Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld 
and Secretary of State Colin Powell, as well 
as CIA Director George Tenet and Attor-
ney General John Ashcroft. 

As the national security adviser, Rice 
chaired the meetings, which took place in the 
White House Situation Room and were typi-
cally attended by most of the principals or 
their deputies. 

What you see above is one of the techniques 
used at Abu Ghraib, one of the mildest forms 
of "enhanced interrogation". It was approved 
by these principals - all along the line to wa-
terboarding. If you ever believed that these 
kinds of tactics were "improvised" by people 
at the lowest level of the chain of command 
and managed to "shock" the president and his 
senior aides, when they were revealed, then 
you need to read this story: 

According to a top official, Ashcroft asked 
aloud after one meeting: "Why are we talking 
about this in the White House? History will 
not judge this kindly." 

The Principals also approved interrogations 
that combined different methods, pushing the 
limits of international law and even the Justice 
Department's own legal approval in the 2002 
memo, sources told ABC News. 

 At one meeting in the summer of 2003 -- 
attended by Vice President Cheney, among 
others -- Tenet made an elaborate presenta-
tion for approval to combine several differ-
ent techniques during interrogations, in-
stead of using one method at a time, accord-
ing to a highly placed administration source.  

Now absorb the fact that many of these 
techniques, including the one above, were 
explicitly and in detail, approved by the high-
est officers in the land. Including Condi Rice. 
She did so even after Abu Ghraib was 
known about and after Jack Goldsmith had 
withdrawn the OLC's "legal" sanction. 

Ashcroft sang, Rice played the pi-
ano and CIA chief Tenet passed 
around assassination lists of those to 
be executed in foreign countries. 
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Iraqi Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki said the 
US State Department had renewed the con-
tract of private security company Blackwa-
ter USA without the approval of the Bagh-
dad government. The company's mercenar-
ies shot dead 17 Iraqi civilians while escort-
ing an American diplomat through Baghdad 
in September 2007 in an incident de-
nounced as a crime by the Iraqi govern-
ment. 

 
 
 

Iraqi leader wants answers 
 for Bush’s mercenaries: 
Blackwater 'massacre'  

Iraqi Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki blasted 
the U.S. State Department for renewing its 
contract with the Blackwater security firm, 
saying the company has yet to answer for 
what he called a "massacre" last year. The 
Iraqi government was not consulted on the 
State Department decision, he said. 
Maliki threatens to block al-

Sadr's party in upcoming 
'elections' Prime Minister Nouri al-
Maliki threatened to block cleric Moqtada al-
Sadr's party from participating in upcoming 

regional 'elections' as 
clashes that have exac-

erbated tension between 
rival Shiite factions. 
The prime minister said 
that Sadr must disband 

the Mahdi Army, in order to participate in 
provincial 'elections' scheduled to take place 
in October. 
British troops go back into 
Basra British troops have been sent back 
into Basra just months after control of the 
southern city was placed in the hands of the 
Iraqis, The Sunday Telegraph revealed. The 
revelation sparked allegations of "mission 
creep" and claims the Army has been forced 
to conduct a "strategic [humiliating] U-turn" 
following the Iraqi [US] military's failure to 
defeat the powerful Mehdi Army militia. [Uh, 
"failure to defeat" is a "loss."] 
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 [Richard Falk, Milbank professor of in-

ternational law emeritus at Princeton Uni-
versity] is calling for an official commission 
to study the role neoconservatives may 
have played in the September 11, 2001 ter-
rorist attacks. The narrative that the attacks 
from 2001 were a "false flag" operation is a 
recurring theme in the literature challenging 
the consensus conspiracy theory that 19 al-
Qaeda hijackers flew commercial jets into the 
World Trade Center and the Pentagon. False 
flag refers to espionage or covert actions taken 
by one government made to seem like the 
work of another. The false flag thesis has it 
that the Bush administration is somehow re-
sponsible for the September 11 attacks as a 
pretext for the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq.  
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